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i hat not feos the 
7 light, but that it may 
1 be uſeful to ſore of 
the Relatives of that 
excellent Lady , that 
| could not go to her grave un-obſer- 
ved, ner withowr-great attendance. 
| Her departure may be compared to 
| the diſ-appearing of ſome ſtar of the 
firſt magnitude, Or rather, a new 
Har u thereby added to the — 
And there le her ſhine for ever. 
Thenſes 0 =. E 8 D L. c 
: arther t 


To the Reader. 


firſt defign. They that faint under 
2 loſſe may taks it for a cor- 
and they bo fear any, may 
receive it for a preparative, This 
(upon ſome experience in himſelf) 
i the hope of the Tranſlator in the 
publication of it, and it i Dedica- 
ted to thoſe Honourable perſons, 
whons he will not preſume to name, 
wntill by ſome more ample teſtimo- 
ny he may publickly ſhew bimſelf | 
their faithful ayd humble ſervant, 


Ae 


HUGO GROTIUs 
His Conſolatory Epiſtle to 
- the French Embaſſadour 
DU MAURIER ; 


upon the Death of 
his Lady, 


Moſt Iuris ut Lord, 


am th far indebredto 
my priſon , that the evils 
of other men come later 
ro my knowledge; even 
your wound, which otherwiſe I ſhould 
have known among che fiſt , by rea» 
fon of that frlendikip wherewith you 
have honoured me, I now  under- 
ſtand laſt of all , like umo thoſe 
things that come to paſſe In the re- 
moteſt part: of Europe, This will ex» 


cuſe the lowneſſe of my duty, which. 


yet beſide neceſſity bath reaſon enough 
to defend ir; For thoſe conſol ati 


ons are wont to be more accepta- 


ble , which are then applicd, when the 
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fi iſt ſtorm of ſorrow is paſt, and that 
pleaſure (if I may ſo ſpeak) of grieying 
is abated; when the mind now wearied 
with its diſeaſe begins to be willing to 
admit of 1emedies-, and xo ſuffet the 
touch of ſome helping hand. I know 
how you were affected with my calamity, 
and thence you may undeiſtand, I am 
not unſe:fible of your ſorrow, Let us, 
if it pleaſe you, mingle gogether the cau- 
ſes of our gtief; that we nny together 
ſeck for comfoirs, and when we have 
found them, make uſc of them together. 
Neither am I ignorant, how little I, chat 
am ſo deſtitute of all aids both ro my 
minde and body, am able to bring unto 
this purpoſe , which is not already beitet 
and more effectually alleadged and ex- 
pieſſed by the profeſſors of wiſdom or 
eloquence or piety, who have herero- 
fore ſer up ther ſtangard againſt immo- 
derate mourning, But I am taught by my 
own experience, That can never be 


roo much repgared which is never e- 


nough remembred. We muſt ſcour and 
call baek into uſe the Arms , which by 

of time are grown ruſty, Befides, 
the advices which are given in general 
words, as ſpoken unto all, are wont to 
rei by with leſs obſervation t but when 
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they are applied ro our particular oaſc 

having no other mark to hit, they pierce 
and have a more ſtrong effect. Ar our 
firſt entrance upon this work, we muſt 
ſericuſly conſider , whether the grief of 
the heart be in the number of thoſe 
things, over which our*Jabour and in- 
duſiry hath any power. For if necefſa- 
rily and naturally we do all grieve fo 
much as the greatneſſe of rhe occaſion, 
and the immutable frame of every ones 
minde requireth, iris eafily undei ſtood 
all pains co the contrary is raken in vain, 

Nor doubt I but rude mindes ſurprized 
with ſome ſuch _—_— do ſometimes 
give ap chemſelves ro the poſſeſſion of 
grief, as of a diſcaſe incurable. They 

tecl ſad rheughts come inro rho minde 

un- ſent for, whence follows that prefſure 
of the heart conttacting it ſelf, which 

we call rer, andeſo withour more ade 
they throw down their arms in deſpait 
of victory. Bur we, whe beſides our in- 


] ward experience CURIE rightly 


obſerved mighr ſuffice) have rhe helps of 
of excellent airs , and the uſe of ali lear- 
ned and wiſe mens labours before us,can- 
not be ignorant of the truth in this 


point, if we pleaſe but ro rouſe our ſelves 


und draw forth what we have hid 
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8 
within us. The tiuth is this, Thoſe fiſt 
appearances , and the ſuddain motions 
ariſing thence , which the wiſe compare 
to thetwinklings of the eyes, are with- 
out our power; but to admit of thoſe ap- 

peatances, and let them without jr dge- 
ment and diſctetion into the cloſet of the 
heart; or elſe to paſſe a ſti ict examina- 
tion upon them, and weigh them in the 
ſcale of teaſon: alſo, to looſe the reins 
to the affections, or to reſtrain them; 
this for the moſt part is within our pow- 
er. That forrow may be overcome, na- 
ture ir ſelf teacheth us; for, if by no o- 
ther means, it is at laſt conſumed by 
time. Art imitates Nature, The Ph) ſi- 
cian obſerving any diſcalc mitiga ted by 
natural ſwear, endeayours to caſe his 
patient ſick of the like diſeaſe by medi- 
cines that procure ſweat ug. The new 
Philoſophers, the Chym'ſts, worthy of 
more praiſc and favour , if they did nor 
corrupt the glory of their excellent in- 
ventions by vain-glorious promiles, te:ch 
that the natu e of metralls is ambulato- 
ry, and by long continuance of time one 
is changed into another: and herein con- 
fiſts their induſtry, ro promote the 
endeavours of nature, and haſten that 


eff. & which will at length be produced. 


not only but create our ſorrow,, 
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Such R the office of right reaſun in o- 
vercoming ſorrow. Sorrow hath this 
good in ir, above other evils, it bears not 
age. Other diſcaſes of the minde-are 
nourifhed, this is waſted-by time. You 
may ſuppoſe c is a weak enemy, that can- 
not maintein it ſelf, and without any 
force oppoſed, falls of it ſelf, What na- 
ture promiſeth at a longer day, reaſon. 
repreſents and pays down in hand. Let 
us therefore, as it is the property.of Art, 
follow the ſteps of nature,, When by lit» 
tle and little the grief of minde depart- 
eth, there is for the moſt part no e 
in the thing ir ſelf, yea, che incommodity 
that was, often becomes greater, as when 
he that hath loſt a friend or wife declines 
to old age , wherein he hath moſt need 
of helps, Whence then ariſes that calm 
in a minde ſo much troubled before ?. 
Truly hence, the appearance of the thing 
that cauſeth ſorrow is more ſeldome in 
the eye of the minde; it lides by, not. 
Nicks, it touches, doth not preſs or pierce 
the minde , and ar laſt it doth not fo, 
much. as touch it, - Conſider now whe- 
ther every one be not able ſpeedily to 
cure himſelf and haſten his own enjoy- 
ment. of ſo. great a good. Moſt of us 
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whilſt we yield our ſelves to ſudden co- 


—.— in mourning eſpecially, where 
ol 


e vexation flatters us under a ſhew 
piety. Thoſe ſad thoughts ve cheriſh 
carefully, and to our own hurt patronize, 
doing like them that ſcek for look ing- 

lafles, which repreſent bodies greater 

en they are. Surely , the will of man, 
that hath ſuch force to hurt himſelf, 
might do ſome-whar , it it pleaſed, for 
hi$ own eaſe. That ſorrow is an enemy to 
us, we cannot deny. The leanneſſe of 
an exhauſted body, pa leneſſe of counte- 
nance, de jection of minde (cauſes of 

rief for the moſt part mage juſt then 
that for hich we grieve) how it to be 


an enemy. In the dealing with an enemy, 


what are we wont to do ? If he be ſtrong 
and at the firſt on- ſet violent, whileſt 
your forces are not yet come together; 
the firſt caution is, to decline the bat - 


tel: afrerward , when you ate aſſured | 


and conkdent in your ſtrength, you ſhall 
march into the field and difplay your cc» 
lours, Even ſo the appearance of your 
loſs being freſh, and your minde tender, 
it is beſt ro bend your thoughts another 
way. None may do it more eaſily, ex- 
cellent Sir, then you, who need not ſcek 
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induſliy is of any force (among which 


Fx Ceſelaery. 
affairs of ſo great weight and labour, that 
they may vctilytake up all your thoughts. 


The King whom you ſerve, the greateſt 


and moſt Chriſtian , the diffieult times, 
the many and various bvfinefſes of your 
Office, what elſe do they all ſay unto 
you, bur, Attend your werh, you are not at 
leaſure to be a Mourner. Moſt truois that 
old laying , The minde is prevalent, where 
you put it forth and uſe it. Certainly it is 
there to be uſed , where our labour may 
be to good purpoſe; that is, not in moui- 
ning, but in the ſervice of your King and 
Country, It is no more then ordinary 
common fenſe which the Greek Port 
hath adorned with elegant expreſhons tu 


this effect; 


If ills were cured by our weeping eyes, 

And tea could waſh away our miſeries; 

Toy tears were worth geld: winch I now 

mull blame, 

For weep,or weep not, evilt are the (ame. 
I kaow that, ſaid Solon, and Iveep the 
more, b-caufe I can do no good by weep» 
ing. This very fooliſh ſaying of ſo wiſe 
2 man may be an example to us, how 
much ſorrow darkneth the judgement, 
that made Soloz himſelfto ſpeak umviſe- 
ly. For in thoſe thingy wherein care and 


things 
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things ſorrow is one, as we have ſaid) 
we muſt obſcrve , not whence the paſſion 
comes, bur whither it goes, * Tis the 
office of lezſon to look forward, not 
backward, Wherefore he that doth any 
thing ought often to put the queſtion to 
himſelf, Why do I do this? What do l 
hope > What do I defire > This if one 
ask himſelf who cheriſneth his grief and 
endea voureth not to correct it, he (hall 
ſee how nothing can be anſwered. 

Bat you may objeQ, It is hard and in- 
humane to expell out of your heart the 
thought of her you lov'd fo dearly and 
ſo de ſervedly, not leſs for her vertues, then 
becauſe ſhe was your wife, Remember, 
tis requir*d bur for a time, and, as in a 
labyrinth, this way leads you to a place 
contrary unto it. So doth a ſhort abſti- 
nence conduce to the better concoction 
and digeſtion of the food you ſhall car. 
I. would have her live in your thoughts 
perpetually , but fo that the memory of 
her may delight, not torment you. Tis 
an injury to her, when ſhe is called into 
your minde to create her husbands {Cr- 
row, Let her come then, when ſhe may 
come, in the quality ſhe was wont to 
come, fair, kind, and cheerful, This 
image of her, which now occurrs to your 

1 minde, 
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minde, ſorrowful, and leaving a trou- 
bleſom remembrance of her, is falſe and 
reſembles her not. I do no fore · ſee the 
time, when that ſweetneſſe of manners, 
that love and reverence of you, that un- 
wearicd caic in the good educati6 of her 
children,thar fincere piety rowards God, 
and whatſoever in many of that ſex is 
wanting,in ſome few is moſt praiſe-wor- 
thy, will offer it Telfro your minde, not 
onely without danger, but with much 
ſenſe of joy: when it will delight you 
ro remember her, and to ſet before your 
childrens eyes all her actions as the beſt 
Samplar for their life, Only for a lit'e 
while put by the thought of her which 
you ſhall afterward reſume with advan- 
tage. Tothis end, as I was ſaying, will 
avail theſe many weighty affairs, which 
being enough to oppreſſe another, fir 
lightly upon you. Now is the time, if 
ever, to be immerſed in publick cares, & 
ſuffer no room at all in the minde uo be 
un poſſeſt. Nor are the conferences of 
friends unp: ofirable , provided they be 
men of courage and wiſdom, not ſuch as 
commend themſelves by the imitation 
of your ſadnefle, Confer with the dead 
alſo ,. and turn over Books wich greater 
diligence now then ever, and let that 
which. 
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which was but your recreation. before, 
now become a part of your labour. Books 
wil not only give you a ſafe retreat from 
the enemies tucy, but arms alſo againſt 
the euemy. For whether you contem. 
plate with your moſt capacious ſoul the 
nature of things, you will ſee how no- 
thing is without the empire of death, no 
not the elements themſelves : Iris the 
moſt univerſal law, which condemns e- 
very thing that is born, to dye; and ir 
were great ignorance to think one per- 
ſan can be exempted from the common 
ruine: Or, whether you turn to the mo- 
rals, among that fair company of ver- 
tues, you ſhal behold+Fortitude of a firm 
body, a head lifted up, a chearful coun- 
tenance, but among the vices Sorrow, 
macilent, pale, of a cloudy brow , and 
down: caſt looks: Or, whether you ſearch 
the Azxals, you (hall finde examples of 
men, who have born the deaths of Pa- 
rents, Children, Wives, with a minde 
leſſe mov'd then ours is at the reading 
of the ſtory, Now, having by theſe Arts 
eſcaped the dangers of the firſt time, and 
withal gotten ſtrength, let the ſoule at 
length come forth iuto the field, as it 
were, and prepare to fight. 

But here alſo I think ir fix to imiate 
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wile Commanders, ho, as much as they 
can, ſever the enemies forces, that ſight- 
ing with the ſeveral parties, they may 
more eaſily conquer all, Mourning is a 
confuſed thing, it obje&s unto the mind 
many things at once, & in a heap, which 
being joyned, terrife , bur vaniſh being 
divided. All the aflaults it makes a- 
gainſt you, ate either in reſpect of Her 
whom you lament, or of your ſelf the 
Monrner,or of your children, with whom 
and for whom you mourn, Weigh theſe 
particulars ſcverally, you will find part- 
ly that there is no cauſe of grief, partly 
that the incommodiry is much over. ba- 
lanced by greater good, I will begin 
with Her. It is in all mens mouths, which 
we read every where in Chriſtian Wri- 
ters, but in Antiphanes too (which you 
may more admire) a Heathen Poer, 
ſpeaking in words of this ſenſe. 
Lament your friends w ſomom moderate 
They ave not loſt, but gon before,wher fate 
Piſpoſeth all: And we, in order muſt 
One after one be turw'd to the ſame duſt ; 
And meet at the ſame Ius by ſeveral ways, 
And in another world ſhall ſoe new dayes, 
We muſt dwell the longer upon this 
place, beeauſe it alone without the reſt, 
if it be rightly eonſidered, is ſufficient foy 
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conſolation, I would not have any cre- 
dir given me without a moſſ competent 
witneſs, the Doctor of the Gentiles, the 


Founder of Churches, called to be an A- 
poſtle by a voice from heaven ; who be- 


| ing indued alſo with humane learning, 
al 


other arguments omitted,checks the 
immodeſty of forrow with this alone: I 
would not have you ignorant , Brethren, 
concerning them that are aſleep , that ye 
ſorrow not even as others which have no 
hope, For uf we believe that Feſus died 
and roſe again, even ſo them that are 
aſleep will God bring with bim. It is the 
manner of Epiſtles to deliver in ſhort 
that which familiar diſcourſe doth ex- 
preſſe more liberally. Bur if Paul, as it 
is believed, after he wrote this , viſited 
his Diſciples of Macedon again , he 
might haply proſecute this moſt whol- 
ſome point more at large after this ſort: 
Friends, whom nature hath made of the 
fame kinde with us, and the Word of 
Ged hath new made and raiſed to the 
ſame Grace; ye know it is our duty 
throughly to purge out whatſoever old 
corruption remaineth in you; your coun- 
renance,your ha bit & geſture ſpeak you 
to be much and long grieved in mind, if 
any of your deareſt Relatives be taken 
10 Cu 
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out of your fighr, Nor is it any marvel, 
for thus did your fathers, & thus do the 
people with whom you live intermixed; 
Great is the power of a vice commended 
by the authority of parents, and the diſ- 
eaſes which have ſelxed, not upon ſingle 
perſons, but whole Nations, are very 
contagious : bit you muſt remember to 
chat Inſtizucion you have given year 
name: in your baptiſm, when the waſk» 
ing of your body figured the cleannefſe 
of minde, I received your vow to forſake 
the world. Peace with God is not bought 

ny cheaper rate. We have doctrines, 

have 2Ilo ritcs v ſcyarate us from- 
the wor ld. & make us a people different 
from all the teſt of mankind ; Even our 
words are not the ſame, whom they call 
dead, we ſay are fallen a ſlee p: So ate we 
taught to ſpeak by him that is not only 
the Maſter of liſe, but ſpeech, What is 
the meaning of that new word 7 That 
lep is the image ot death, even the 
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Poets of the G ecians & their Philoſo- 


phers have deliv redʒbut with them the 
ſimilitude holds not, which with us is 
moſt exact. By motion and action we 
ud: rſtand life: chere is a defe & of theſe 
when th: body is tied up with the bonds 
of ſleep, and lies as it were burigd:when 
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the morning Sun hath driven away the 
night, chat vigoat that was not loſt, but 
intetmiited, returns again: mean- while, 
rhe foul which hath a power not de pen- 
ding on the body,performing the offices 
of both times, perpetuates her action; 
So when the term of moital life is come, 
the body lies toi pid and un-aRive, whe- 
ther it retain as yet the ſh1pe it had im- 
mediate ly before, or elſe hath rendred 
its parts unto the original duſt, But wait 
until the great day ſhine forth, there ir 
will apperr , the body reſted for a time, 
ue ſeemed loſt, In the mean, that p 
which is iuviſible keeps poſſe ſſion of life 
in behalf ofthe whole min, Compare 
wich this our faith, what others running 
inte ſo many by-ways do conceive; when 
in very many & the greateſt rhings their 
opinions differ, in this almoſt alone they 
agree, chat they are without hope of life 
ever to return unto the body, and there- 
fore deprive man of his immortaliry, For 
man is a body animate, nota ſoul wich- 
out a body, nor a body without a foul. 
The ſoul ir ſelf depaired from the body, 
many of them either think to be annihi- 
lated or at leaſt not to retain the ſtate of 
its own ſubſtance, So the whole man, to 


them, is deſtroyed without hope of reſti- | 
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tution, as apears by thoſe very conſola · 
tions which they apply to mourncis, For 
they ſay, Dead men indeed have no 
good but neither have they any ill. Now 
although the opinion of theſe men is 
hard, yet theirs is much harder who 
make the ſoul ouilive the body. Fot that 
lower place w® they will have to be the 
tõmon ſeat of ſouls gone out of the be- 
dy, they deſcribe as a wild place, horrid 
and dark, and of ſuch a condition, that 
one would dic another death to get our 
of it, Morcover, which is worſt of all, 
They to whom other puniſhmers ate re- 
mitted are ( according to this opinion) 
everlaſtingly under this torment, a vain 
& never ſati: hed deſire of returning back 
ag: in to the ir former life, If ſome few a- 
mong thoſe men ha ve any better conje- 
Aures, they doubt & fluctuato more like 
to thoſe that wiſh then aficm, But ye 
have learned among the elements of our 
doctrine, that life rewains in the foul, 


and (hall be reſtored to the body, That 


which is the conſummation of our de- 
fices, coneludes the formula in our holy 


| jniriation, For being asked wherher ye 


believed the reſurreRion of the body, & 
the life everlaſting, ye anſwered every 
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did believe. Upon this formula the cor - 
ſeſſion that you made I now treat with 
youꝛbut ir is not ſuffieĩent to give a light 
aſſent, that perſwaſion mul be firmly 
rooted in your minds, ſo ſhall it bring 
forth mature, fa ir, & laſting fruits. Much 


- will avail to this pu poſe, the attent me- 


ditat on of thoſe Arguments by which 
you vere induced to ſubſcribe to this 
Faith, We eaught you not by the affect · 
ed ornaments of humane el: quece, nor 
did we by a long chain of coaſequenees 
entargle the mindes of the more igno- 
rant; but we brought the buſineſſe to 
thae which is common to men and wo- 
men, ſea rned and unlearned, young and 
old, and which is accounted the greateſt 
aſſurance of all, even to the Judgement 
of ſenſe, The moſt fam us enquirer into 
nature among the G-ectans , gives this 
reaſon why we have not the knowledge 
of manythings ; becauſe we can neither 
ſee them with our eyes, nor touch them 
with o. r hands: by which way things 
are wont to come unto the underſtand- 
ing. God hath excluded us from this 
excuſe and pretence for our ignorance. 
He hath preſented to our hands & eyes 
a ſpecimen and pleadg of what we hope 


for, That Jeſus Chriſt the Authour of | 
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mon is ſo far from being gainfull to 
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our faith was nailed to the Croſſe, and 
died on the Croſs,all J eruſalem ſaw,the 
Senate ſaw, the Roman band ſaw it with 
their eyes, and alſo chat multitude of 
ſtrangers wherewith that great City was 
then filled. That he was buricd and lay 
in the Sepulchre two whole nights, and 
the day interpoſed, is manifeſt, both by 
the declaration of the Seal, & by the te- 
ſtimony of the watch. So far we and our 
adverſarics arc agreed, This ſame Jeſus 
after that time women ſaw living again, 
his followers alſo ſaw him, boch ſeveral- 
ly,and all the eleven together, at divers 
times: There were alſo that hand · 
led his hands and ſide. That nothing 
might be wanting to make faith com- 
leat, He ſhewed himſelf to be ſeen and 
ard by five hundied witneſſes at onte, 
who in good part ate living & do teſtiſie 
the ſame, To come unto my ſelf, I have 
ſeen Him ſhining with divine Ma jeſty, 
& by his immediate authority was con- 
verted, & vowed to be his ſervant whom 
before I had perſecuted, And can any 
2 yet be doubtſul? —_— never 
id any equal e reject ſo manywit- 
— ago of — ſuch as had 
no temptation to make a lie. This teſt · 
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us, that we mutt pay tor it wich the loile | 


of all chings,for the ſaving whereot,lics 
are wont to be invented. Therefore do 
we incur the hatted even of our neareſt 
Relatives ; we arc diſpoſſeſt of out E- 
Rates, we are baniſht from our Coun- 
trey, we ate in hazard of our life eve 
day. No man at ſo dear a rate doth bu) 
the pleaſuie of deceiving another. Now 
if our teſtimony be received by a moſt 
evident example, it is manifeſt that God 
can reſtore lite to a dead body, And by 
the ſame Argument it is evinced, that 
this ſhal be done for all the Diſciples of 
Chriſts inſlitution „ if that be certain, 
which was certainly. heard by many 
thouſands, that Chriſt hath promiſed it. 
For the Reſurrection of our bodies is a- 
ſured by Chriſts teſtimony, the veracity 
of Chriſt is witneſſed by his Re ſurrect i- 
on. Neither could it ſtand with the equi- 
ty of God to give that honour to one 
that ſpake not the truth, eſpecially when 
himſelf before the event had ſet it for a 
hgn: Wherefore believe us, that Chriſt is 
riſenzand believe Chriſt , that all ſhall 
riſe to immortal bleſſedneſſe and bleſſed 
immortslity who die his Diſciples, He 
ſhall preſent us to the Father, who hath 


once obtained ſuch grace with the Fa- 
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cher, chat no requeſt of his can ever be 


in vain : He ſhall” make us paitakers of 
his glory, and bring us into thoſe places, 
where dwels an undiſturbedpeace;where 
neither diſcaſes ſhall approach the bo- 
dy, nor vices have acceſs unto the mind 
where ſhall be life without fear of death, 
and joyes without mixture of ſorrow. 


Some taſte of this Supper have the ſouls 


already, thar are departed hence in the 
faith of Chriſt , in moſt ſweet tranquil- 
liry , waiting for the conſummation of 
their felicity , together with the bodies. 
He that heartily believes theſe things, 
muſt needs be ſo far from lamenting, 
that he will congratulate their happy 
condition, — hath ſent away be- 
fore him to the enjoyment of our com- 
mon hopes. For in a true judgment they 
arc not dead, but freed now at laſt from 
their mortality.This place of Paul hath 
carried me farther then I intended, whi- 
leſt I ende avour to examine every one of 
his words, and the force of them. For I 
am aſſured, there can be no better reme- 
dy applied to ſorrew, then that w® the 
great Phyſician of ſouls among the infi- 
nite treaſures of ſaving Wiſdome hath 


brought down frem Heaven. And yer, 
| how many things have I omitted, which, 


Might 
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might be drawn fromthe ſame ſounta in? 
Bur thoſe conſiderati6s that we ha vede- 
duced therein, f they be taken ro heart, 
& received thorowly, will be ſufficient, 
Be lie ve it, excellent Sir, as if you ſaw it, 
the ſoul of your wife for many reaſons 
moſt be loved, begins already to enjoy 
the ſweet fruits of her vntues, & taſteth 
the reward promiſed to ſincere piety. Th: 
end & conſummation of ſo many ages, 
when ſhe ſhall be wholly 1eſtored to her 
ſelf ; that immenſe accumulation of all 
good things, to which all char can be i- 
magined is far inferiour, is not ex- 
peed afar off, as by us; but lookt upon 
by her at the neareſt diſtance, What ſhe 
hath in poſſeſſion is ſo great, that ſhe 
wanteth nothing;& yet that is movie v 
ſhe ſceth ſhe ſhall poſleſs, Nor have you 
any reaſon to ſay,She might ha ve layed 
longer before ſhe went thither, Time is 
ſome advantage, & it is a great ſelicity 
to be quickly happy. How many evils, 
partly ceita in, partly unceitain, doth he 
eſcape who is called hence betimes ? ho 
many ate the exãples of men that have 
paid dear for the lengthening of their 
life: I might here relate the roxments of 
diſcajcs, & the affronts of ſoi tune nt vet 
more to be feared then when ſhe flatter- 
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ech, and the incommodidies of old age 
hich every man that lives long ſhall be 
ſure of. This ane thing to me a 
ſuffic tent revenge death, to be 
out of da of ſinning any more, 
CD — ſay, Lam norforry for 
her ſake, but myown : f nd to chia I was 
now coming, for chat is ont to be ſaid; 
but how un juſtly, any one may eaſily un- 
derftand — ejulations have not mado 
him deaf to the voice of reaſon, He that 
flies ro this refuge manifeſtly ſhews him 
ſcif an offenderagainſtthclaws of friend 
ſhip, For they tharfetchrehe original of 
friendſhip from indigence, were entet- 
— wich the hiſſes of almoſt all Phi- 
ho rs; nor among the common 
ple, whoſe manner is to — 
things by prefic, could they make 
their _ lofriendſbip p⸗ the Aﬀf 
broad , and without ſclf- 

— good of another. A — fill 
the | himſelf — pied 
upon him dangers of 0 0 
prone is che conſent . 
the office of a friend, in an equal mat ter 
to prefer ——— — ; 
How much more ought 
own — and — 
— — 2rofe 
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to joye; whegy we conlider hete rs much 
maxe of good then their of evil. Zopyrus 
is commended in the ſtory becauſe he cut 
and diſmembred his on body, to the end 
hisKing might obta in a great, yet but one 
City. In this caſe there was ſome com- 
pariſon : but in youre, if in the one ſcale 
you put your wife advanced to the very 
gates of Eternity, enjoying the ſociety of 
Chriſt and the bleſſed ſouls, free from e 
very thing that may occaſion either grief 
or fear;in the other ſcale place your ſelf, 
#cſtiture of thoſe, commodities which a 
happy. matrimony prolonged for ſome 
more yeares might add unto you, there 
will be found no veightin your part ofthe 
balance, the beam will not ſtand at all, 
but ſpcedily turn v ich the great weighton 
ochegſide, as it on yours were nothing, 

hat if I acquir you from this compa- 
Hon, and conv ince you that your income 
moditics weighed by themſelves are no- 
thing really, but only in opinion? For 
wherein is he more unhappy who hath 
Joſt a wife, then he who never had one? 


In opinion there is ſome difference, for 


of the ching once poſſeſſed] 
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Reaſon aided by ſo much experience, and 


inſtructed by ſo much reading, fir in the 


Judgement-ſear and pionounce the ſen- 


rence, That which is paß, is not; and 
therefore can have no efficiency: nothing 
is ours, but whileft we have it; after ward 
it pertains no more unto us, then that 
which is fartheſt from us, Really then, 
He that never had, and he that now hath 
not, are in the like caſe;but that he ſeems 
the more ing:areful, who from the bene fie. 
he once enjoyed takes an oct aſiõ o come 
plain. Would you therefore ſce, how not 
miſerable you ars? Look upon ſo many 
thouſands of men, who to their laſt years 
have willingly and by their own choiſe 
lived a ſingle life: in which number ate 
many le:raed men, pious, prudent; and 
ſuch as were not ignorant either of the 
good or evil wherewith married men are 
attended. Wives are helps & comforts to 
the ir hue bande, but they muſt be likewiſe 
helped and comforted. And if the burden 
be cqually d:vided, then in half of iht 
one Whole burden , then in half of that 
which is double to it. Such is the nature 


of the contra, that it layes the hw der 


bond upon the men, to whoſe pre te ction 
the in firmer ſex commends it ſelf, One 


Lin the Greek Comedy, if God ſhould 


— 


—I 


Hugd Grotims, bis 


offer him a double body, fairh he would 
refuſe the fayour ; his reaſon is, becauſe 
with muleipliciry of the parts his care 
would be mulciplied. It is indeed a plca- 
ſant thing in proſperity to have one to 
whomyou may do good: bur the more 
favourable fortune fills your ſails, the 
more you muſt conrra& them, and take 
heed leſt even in the greateſt innocence * 
your behaviour give colour and occaſion | 
unto Calumny,which doth cloſely pur ſue 
men of higher fortunes, If any adverſity 
befal you, it is true the wife pertakes of 
the ſorrow, but it returns and lies heavier 
upon the. husband: as the rayes of the 
Sun reflected from theground do the more 
inflame the aire, The Griet derived from 
a deat perſon whom you behold grieving 
for you, is more grievous then the pri- 
mitive, I alledge not theſe things as 
if I had undertaken the Encomium of a 
ſiagle life: ir is enough for me to ſhew, 
chat ſecing eithet life hath irs commodi- 
ties, tempered & mint yith the incommo- 
ditic , it becomes every one, with an equal 
and indifferent minde, to confo:m; him + 
felf rothat lot and condition that hath 
befallen him. The laſt pretenee of grief 
is che moſt ſpecious , in reſpe& of chil · 
gren whoſs education, when the care i 


divided berweenthe two parents, proceeds 
the better. This is ſome what, but herein 
hath God abundantly provided for you, 


You ate a man of un-wearied vigour ; and 


if you pleaſe to uſe your whole ſtrength, 
able to ſupply the place of both ſexes: Cut 
off from your buſineſſes and ſtudies ſa 
much as that charge requires, yes, think 
that charge to be the beſt ſtudy and buſi- 
neſſe. Matters of moſt conſequencee exe- 
cute your ſelf,the leſſer commit to others: 
and as oft as you can, viſit your ſweet 
children with your paternal eye, now alſo 
ſerying for the maternal, Ard look upon 
the great ſupporters of your Houſe, your 
moſt gracious King , by whom your dili- 
gence and truſt are well tried, and there- 
fore well cſtcemed; Your Hunourable em- 
ployment, your eſtate yertuoully acquired 
your kind-ed,alliance,friends flouriſhing 
and proſperous, You ſee if any acceſſion 
ſhall be made unto yourlabour,hcw great 
comforts are given you afore-liand.Marc- 
over, that yery labour will decreaſe under 
your hand, whereas every one of your 
childica ſhall tipen in years, Tohe will 
ſucceed both unto the care both of himſelf 
and the reſt, Bat how little of juſtice thete 
is in your complaint of this biithen, you 
may even hereby underſtand, Had your 
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4 Wife left you à houſe _y of children 
{ believe as the cuſtome is, you would 


fay, 
6 ay thou left ſome might me father 
call; 
O for one child to play about my Hall. 
Bur had ſome Prophet fore-rold before 
your marriage day, You ſhall, for many 
years have a happy and peaceable en- 
joyment of your wife, only you know 
* oneof you muſt needs our-live the othei: 
this indulgence ſhall be yielded to the 
more tender ſex , that ſhe may not 
mourn for you. Chooſe whether yon 
leaſe, by her and after her to be called 
ather, or no. You would have anſwe- 
red, I doubt not, Let me have, when 
I can have her no longer, O ler me have 
ſome living images of her, and ſucceſſors 
of our common fortunes. 
Riehes then unbappy are, 
when they do not find an beir, 
Well then, what is it that compels 
ins „ or I may ſay, permits you to grieve? 
our wife > But ſhe is bleſſed. A widow- 
ers ſtate which is impoſed on you ? 
The fingle life hath adventured ar all 
times to compare it ſelf with wedlock, in 
point of felicity, 
mould not be without them 


if you 
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were childleſſe, you would be more ſor- 
rowfull, And do you nowgrieve becauſe 
you are not childleſſe? Ir is great moro- 
y, to accuſe and complain of every 
fortune. Bur if this diſcourſe may ſeem 
too rigid and ſevere, 1will be a litle 
more temiſſe, and grant that ſome ad- 
verſuy is befallen you ; yet will I thereby 
ev ince, that you have reaſon to re joyce. 
That the power and the wiſdom of God 
are unlimited, we do all acknowledge. 
Mence it follows , nothing — 
without his knowledge who i5 
ent, without his permiſſion who is omni» 
potent. Whatſocyer he eher doth or 
permitteth, he hath good reaſon for it 
God hath care of all rhings, bur nor 
equally, becauſe they are not equal. Ac- 
cording to the ſeveral degrees of 
there be degrees of Providence, e 
governs with a more careful hand the 
affairs of men, then of inferiour crea- 
| tures, And among all mankinde , he 
hath a nearer i ion over Kings, 
and other Rulers of the 
who arc, as ir were, eanhly ſtars, 
from whoſe influence either — 
of watre, or the calms of 


| ſcend upon the le. Bur a 2 4. 
| moſt dear unto t \ Goodnalle, 
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are fairhfull Chriſtians, The divine 
pleaſure is, that Kingdomes themſelves 
ſhould be ſerviceable to them: and in 
all conſtitutions through the whole 
world, they ate fayoured with a fin- 
gular eſpect. Therefore, even thoſe 
things ate for them, which ſcem againſt 
them: accarding to that immutable de - 
cree, All things fall owt for the beſt to 
thoſe that purely worſhip Gd. Nor may 
we wander, it God keeps them not de- 
licately but under diſcipline, This is a 
farkers part. Either they muſt be put- 
ged by Tome ſharp: and nimble medi- 
cine, if they have contracted any con- 
tagion from the multitude with whom 
they conyetſe; or, before the diſcaſe 
take hold upop them, the - ſouls health 
muſt be preſerved by ſome wholſome, 
zhougb bitter, potion ; or elſe, the ſoul - 
dier of God is to be proved by encoua- 
tring with an enemy, that himſelf may 
perceive , and others may not be igno- 
rant what a proficient he is. Matters 
ef difficulty arc provided for the exet- 
eiſe and illuſtration of every vertue. 
God hath alwayes ſet godly men to ſuch 


Atask : but he juſtly exacteth more 
from Chriſtian men, who by che very 


hgn of the C1oſs are given to under 
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* knows able or will make ſo, He can no 
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ſtand, what terms they are admit · 
red 2— The chief Captain him» 
ſelf having made his way to heaven by 
patience , and ſtruggled many 
ſufferings, hath conſecrated ſame 
way for us. The ſouldier that is not eal- 
led forth into any danger, may fear, his 
Commander holds him in ſmall eſteem. 
And who would not couragiouſly deſcend 
— — 
certain rewar im t rs 7 
certain conqueſt for him chat Fot 
he that is the Rewarder , is alſo # Hel- 
per , he ſhews the crown, be i 
arms. Nor need we excuſe our ſelves by 
pretence of weakneſſe. The moſt equal 
Judge of the held, dot fo 
firly match every combatant, that he cal 
leth forth none to fight, but whom he 


more deny his heavenly aid to the man 
that prayes aright, then 4 loving and | 
weal:hy father can deny bread to his ſon, : 
that a»kerh it when he 2 How: - 
many of the old Philoſophers, how mu -- 
alſo of & lower rank, having bur orc 
and ſupports, ha 
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are aſſured of that excellent and peculiar 
aid from heaven, turn our back and 
yield to any calamny how great ſoe vr? 
That can become no man, and aſt 
of all, moſt honoured Sir, you are 2d- 
vanced to an eminent place, where you 
fine both by your own light, and by that i 
which you borrow from the Ma jeſt of 
your King, Whatſoever you do is c 
ſpicuous, and goes into cxample. 

be hereafter ſaid; Bear your wifes death 
as Maurigr did. Nor may you fear being 
ſuſpected for to have loved your wife 
tefle, if you mourn leſſe. Keep her vertues 
in your memory, deliver them ro your. 
children, and As: you can by \ingenous.. , 
and glorious monuments pro ethem 

ro poſlerity. "Theſe are truer Tokens of 
your love, then to do whar (he would not 
have you, Among altn:rions the Wills 

of the deceaſed are ſacied and inviolate, 
and not only ſuch as are declared in word, 

or committed to writing ,/ but alſo if by 
probable: arguments we can conjefure 
their wills were; You are not ig- 
wmrantwhacher will , and whar ſhe 
deres now, if in that place of reſt there 
be ay care of out affaire ; to wi 
wean paſſe che remainder of your life 
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ber bur with a ,and (if ir may be)a 
- Joyfull — — 2 muſt ſup- 


tobe the K , whom ir 
— deR in — and minde 


that 
— — ſtrong and healthy. To add 
| more might bon to proceed from a 
1 Acne of your wiſdom and courage. 
Wut have ſaid, how much better could 
5 to your ſclf> and ſo, I hope, you 


done. It would be a joy to me to 

performed my duty, and that you 

needed ir not. Nor will it be unp 

ant to you » to be aſſured of 

friends fidelity by the ſucc 

offered, although your v ĩcto- 
ry atchieved, then 
was boped, bath made 

them of no uſe. 


Lupiſten, 11 Calend. 
Mar. An, 1621. 
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